Maine Baton Twirling Council
 By-Laws 

ARTICLE I

NAME: 

The name of this Council shall be the Maine Baton Twirling Council, which hereafter may be referred to as MBTC.

ARTICLE II

PURPOSE: 

Section 1.  The purpose of the Maine Baton Twirling Council shall be to promote the growth and development of the sport of baton twirling in Maine. 

Section 2.  The Council shall exist for the purpose of providing standardized, fair and available local and state competitions, establishing educational training programs for coaches and judges, and promoting the competitive and recreational sport of baton twirling. 

Section 3.  To support and  to abide by the rules and regulations of the United States Twirling Association, Inc. 

Section 4.  To build and maintain an organization of officers , coaches, judges, parents and other interested individuals, which will promote and coordinate baton twirling activities in Maine, fostering honesty, sportsmanship and competitive spirit for our athletes within all USTA contests.

Section 5.  To cooperate with all baton twirling groups for the development of good sportsmanship, encouraging harmonious relationships among all persons participating in baton twirling. 
ARTICLE III

MEMBERSHIP AND DUES

MEMBERSHIP: 

Section 1.  Membership shall be open to any person interested in supporting the sport of baton twirling as a parent, coach, judge, or affiliated professional.
Section 2.  A USTA member who is at least 18 years old and resides in the state of Maine.  

Section 3.  The membership year shall run from September 1 through August 31, coinciding with the membership year of USTA.

DUES: 

Section 1.  Dues for the MBTC members shall be payable annually regardless of entry date into the Council.  Members will be issued a membership card dated upon payment and valid through August 31 of that membership year.  Subsequent annual dues shall be due at the September meeting of each year.  The officers shall set the amount of the Maine Baton Twirling Council dues. 

ARTICLE IV

QUORUM, PROCESS OF VOTING AND VOTING

QUORUM:
Section 1.  A quorum is thirty percent (30%) of the current MBTC professional voting membership and includes at least two (2) MBTC officers. 
All current MBTC Members, as of the 2009-2010 Season, will be grandfathered
as voting members.

PROCESS OF VOTING:
Section 1.  MBTC will use the ‘two-thirds of the members present and voting’ method.  
Consider present in body, but not excluding via phone or other electronic methods.  No proxies for all monthly meetings.

(see  Example  A)

VOTING:
Section 1.  Qualifications for voting at an MBTC meeting are:  must be a paid USTA professional current member of USTA and the Maine Baton Twirling Council; first year member or a reinstated member must have attended two (2) MBTC meetings before voting. 

ARTICLE V
MEETINGS:
Section 1.  Council meetings may be held September through June; and the annual meeting shall be held at the final meeting of the baton twirling season.  At the
Annual meeting, all members wishing to vote must be present in person, and this

Meeting will be held in a central location in the State of Maine.
Section 2.  The President shall call special meetings if warranted.

Section 3.  The rules contained in the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern this Council in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with this Constitution and Bylaws and any special rules or order the Council may adopt. 
ARTICLE VI

OFFICERS AND DUTIES OF OFFICERS:
Section 1.  The officers of this Council shall consist of President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer. 

A.  President shall preside at all council meetings, be responsible for the agenda for all meetings and be an ex-officio member of all committees.

B.  Vice President shall preside and assume the duties of the President in the

absence of the President, and shall perform such other tasks as the President

may assign.

C.  Secretary will perform any special correspondence as directed by the

President, conduct roll call, and be responsible for taking and distributing minutes.

D.  Treasurer shall be responsible for all accounts receivable/ payable activities, maintain and prepare financial reports, and reconcile all bank accounts.  Report financial position at every meeting and make available the books for review at the discretion of the Council. 
Section 2.  In the event of the incapacity or resignation of any officer, the Council shall elect a replacement or establish a nominating and election procedure for doing so.

Section 3.  Elections:
The members present and qualified to vote will elect officers at the annual meeting of the MBTC.  In an election year, and two weeks prior to the annual meeting, nomination(s) to hold an office will be submitted in writing to the secretary. 

Section 4.  Term of Office:
Each officer will serve for a two (2) year term. 

Section 5.  Eligibility

To run for office, the candidate must be an active MBTC member and, for each of the two years prior to running for office, must have attended 75% of the meetings. 
ARTICLE VII

DISSOLUTION:
Section 1.  Notification of thirty days must be made to all members and the organization may be dissolved by an affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the total membership present at the meeting called for that purpose. 

ARTICLE VIII

MINUTES AND BY-LAWS:
Section 1.  A copy of MBTC by-laws and all meeting minutes shall be submitted to all current MBTC members and all persons dictated by USTA.

Section 2.  These by-laws may be amended or repealed by a vote of fifty percent 
(50%) of current membership. 

EXAMPLE
EXAMPLE A:   

Example:  2/3 Present and Voting – abstaining is not a vote in this method
15 members attending

8 yes - 7 no – Motion defeated (8/15)

10 yes - 5 no – Motion carried (10/15)

7 yes - 5 no – 3 abstentions - Motion defeated (7/12)

9 Yes - 4 no - 2 abstentions – Motion carried (9/13)

20 members attending

13 yes - 7 no - Motion defeated (13/20) 

14 yes - 6 no - Motion carried (14/20)

12 yes - 3 no – 5 abstentions - Motion carried (12/15)
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